
 Experiencing God at Home is not so much 
about getting better children, but about becoming 
God-honoring parents.  You want to be that kind of 
parent or grandparent."God's Word is not merely 
for a devotional thought; it gives us life (Psalm 
119:50).  When you look at the family, it is clear 
why God put it together.  Through it, God accom-
plishes His purposes to mold and shape family 
members by having them support and encourage 
one another, correct and guide one another, and 
affirm God’s activity in each of their lives as they 
grow in their understanding of God’s ways and pur-
poses for them. Just as Christ is the Head of the 
church, so He is also the Head of the family, help-
ing its members to grow in their relationship and 
service to Him. 

 "Answering questions in Sunday School is 
easy," I overheard one third grade student explain 
to his friend, "It's either the Bible, prayer, or Jesus." 
Is that what it means to raise kids to know and ex-
perience God? Teaching them to answer the ques-
tions correctly? We take our children to church, 
teach them some Bible stories, encourage them to 
be kind and obey their parents, and hope that this 
will make them want to embrace Christianity. But 
there must be more to a relationship with God than 
going to church, being good, and getting the right 
answers.   

 When God invites us into a relationship with 
Himself, He invites us to a lifelong adventure. As 
we respond to His invitations to be involved in His 
work in our world, we experience Him using us to 
do what only He can do. God is at work in the lives 
of children and invites them to this adventure too. 
Are we communicating this to our kids?   

 Character building was a priority in our 
home, as having good character is a prerequisite to 
being used by God and is essential for building a 
strong reputation in the community. We often dis-
cussed real-life situations and everyday circum-
stances to help family members see where God 
was at work and where He might be inviting us to 
join him in what He was doing Each family should 

also endeavor to have a time of Bible devotions 
together. Exposure to the Scripture is exposure 
to the nature, will, and purposes of God. As you 
discuss Scripture together, the Spirit of God has 
a chance to impact each person’s life. God typi-
cally speaks to the family during prayer times. A 
family wholly committed to hearing from and 
obeying God’s Word is a powerful instrument in 
the hands of God! 

 Together, a mother and father will work 
under the guidance of the Spirit of God to mold 
and shape their children’s lives, to discipline, to 
guide, to challenge, and to direct them in the 
ways they should go. It is my heart’s desire that 
this book will provide the tools you need to help 
your children enter into the presence of God to-
gether as a family and to know Him, to serve 
Him, and to love Him as He reveals Himself and 
His purposes to you for your home. 

Helping our kids experience God means… 

1. Live the adventure. Is your relationship with God 
an active process of hearing from Him and responding 
to what He says ( John 14:23)? Is it characterized by 
joy and growth in the character of Christ? Do you talk 
with your children about what God is doing in your 

life? 

 2. Consider your circumstances and interpret them in 
light of what God may be up to. Together with your 
child, consider why God has placed you in a particu-
lar school, neighborhood, or circle of friends. Pray 

about it.  

3. Pay attention and watch for the activity of God. 
Regularly talk and pray with your children about 

where they see God at work around them (John 5:17).  

4. Respond to opportunities to share God's love and 

serve others (John 13:35).  

 5. Teach your children how to recognize God's voice 
(1 Samuel 3) so must we teach our kids how God 
speaks to us. God speaks through His word, prayer, 
circumstances, and the church. Help your kids to 

make these connections in their lives. 

Kids Experience God—  Kim Blackaby 
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Fear! Has it ever been a problem for you, holding you back from moving into areas that could enrich your 
own life and the lives of others? There is a solution.  One of the many benefits available to Child of God is 
freedom from fear. When we avoid making changes or confronting issues in our lives because of fear or 
dread, we need to remember that God has promised to go before us and bring us through victoriously as 
we obey Him.  

How to Be Prepared 

When we’re facing a job interview, for example, instead of being afraid that we’ll make a bad impression 
and fail to get the position, we need to ask God to prepare the heart and mind of the interviewer and help 
us present ourselves in the very best light. When God "prepares the way," we can trust that whatever hap-
pens will turn out for our good according to His perfect plan for us.   The Bible tells of a man named Abram 
who trusted God in spite of his own personal fear. Now...the Lord said to Abram, Go for yourself [for your 
own advantage] away from your country, from your relatives and your father's house, to the land that I will 
show you (Genesis 12:1).  

How to Be Unstoppable 

How would you feel if God told you to leave your home, your family and everything that is familiar and 
comfortable and head out to an unknown destination? Full of fear? That’s precisely the challenge Abram 
faced—and it frightened him. But God's words to him were, "Fear not." It’s the same message He gave to 
Joshua when He called him to lead the children of Israel to take the land He had promised to give them as 
their inheritance (see Joshua 1:6-9). And to all who set out to follow God's plan today, He says, "Fear 
not."  Many times we think we should wait to do something until we are no longer afraid, but if we did that, 
we’d probably accomplish very little for God, for others, or even for ourselves. Both Abram and Joshua 
had to step out in faith and obedience to God and do what He had commanded them to do—even though 
they were afraid.  

Don't Run 

I believe the words fear not simply mean don't run. So the solution to fear is simple: Rather than bowing 
our knee and giving in to it, we must stand firm against it, knowing that God has gone before us and pre-
pared the way.  This is precisely what God wants us to do. Even if our mouth is dry and our knees are 
shaking, we need to keep asking God to strengthen us. We need to determine that our lives are not going 
to be ruled by fear but by the Word of God.   As we saw before in Genesis, God gave Abram a tall order. 
He said, "Pack up and leave everyone you know and everything you’re comfortable with and go to a place 
I will show you." If Abram had bowed his knee to fear, he never would’ve fulfilled his destiny to become all 
God created him to be—the father of many nations.  In the same way, if Joshua hadn’t overcome his fear 
and been obedient to God's command to lead His people into the Promised Land, they never would’ve 
enjoyed all that God had prepared for them.  Giving in to fear alters God's best plan for your life. So use 
the power of God's Word to do what He wants you to do...even if you have to do it afraid! The rewards are 
great.  

 

*Proverbs 4:18 your righteous path will be like the light of dawn, That shines brighter and brighter until the 
full day…   4:22 God's words are life to you and health to all your body… 

 

*Daniel 1:4 You are royal youth in whom is no defect, good-looking, showing intelligence in every branch 
of wisdom, endowed with understanding and discerning knowledge and able to serve in the courts of the 
King… 

 

*Psalm 144:12 [May] our sons in their youth be as grown-up plants, And our daughters as corner pillars 
fashioned as for a palace 

 

* Psalms 112:2 The descendants [of those who greatly delight in God's commandments] will be mighty on 
earth; the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

 

*Proverbs 27:11 [You are a wise son/daughter who makes his parents' hearts glad…] 

 

* Proverbs 11:21 …the descendants of the righteous will be delivered…  

Do It Afraid! By Joyce Meyer 
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EPHESIANS 6:1  Submissive children obey their parents. We have no better example of this than the Lord 
Jesus Himself. Luke 2:41, we find the only Scriptural reference to Jesus’ behavior as a child. Because 
Mary and Joseph were good, God-fearing Jewish parents, they obeyed God’s Law. And part of God’s Law 
was for all Jews to go to the temple in Jerusalem once a year to celebrate the Passover. Vs 51-52 says 
about Jesus: Jesus was subject to His parents.   Jesus is the same One who submitted to His parents 
when He was a child. He was subject to them. He submitted to them. He obeyed them because that is 
God’s plan for children. Just like it is right for all children to show submission by obeying their parents to-
day. 

EPHESIANS 6:2  Submissive children honor their parents. While we are living under their authority, the 

highest honor we can give them is obedience. The point is, when we leave home and get married, our loy-

alties change. We leave the authority of our parents and cleave to the authority in our own homes and the 

structure of obedience changes. Once we cleave to our spouse, we are no longer responsible to obey our 

parents. As a matter of fact if we try to, we’re being double-minded. And the Bible says that a double-

minded man is unstable in all his ways. In order to cleave, we have to leave. But that’s where the honoring 

comes in. While we obey our parents only for the short while we live under their authority, we need to 

honor them for a lifetime. Honoring is all about attitude. You can do good things for your parents all day 

long. But if you do them out of a sense of obligation instead of out of love, it becomes duty instead of 

honor. 

EPHESIANS 6:3 Submissive children bless their parents. What is the biggest blessing a child can give a 
parent? This verse sums it up. It’s really a two-fold blessing. First that it may be well with thee. Wellness. 
What more could a parent ask for? Physical wellness—we always want the best for our children.  We want 
physical wellness for our kids and but more than that we want spiritual wellness. As a Christian parent, 
nothing hurts more than when your child has strayed from the Lord. If your child is lost, it is a burden that 
is almost too great to bear.  What a blessing it is when it is well with our children.   What it does say is that 
when we do honor our parents, God will give us the full length of life He has intended for us. In other 
words, He will not allow our life to be taken prematurely. In Scripture there are countless examples of dis-
obedient people who did not live out the full life that God intended for them. 1 John 5:16 speaks of a sin 
unto death. A sinful pattern of behavior that prematurely leads to the death of a rebellious believer.  The 
first requirement to having a Spirit-filled home is that it requires having submissive children. But that’s not 
all it takes. So moms and dads put your elbows away—now it’s your turn. The second requirement to hav-
ing a Sprit-filled home is that it requires having submissive parents.  

 

EPHESIANS 6:4  A Spirit-filled home requires submissive parents.  We are all supposed to submit to one 
another. And the first example Paul gave was how it works in our marriages. And now he’s talking about 
how it works between parents and children. Parents are required to submit to their children as well. But 
just like the mutually submissive relationship between husbands and wives and parents’ submission takes 
on a different role than children’s submission. Submissive children obey, honor and bless their parents. 
Submissive parents are parents who are submissive to God’s order. They are submissive to God’s design. 
And they are submissive to God’s Word.   

A Spirit-filled home requires parents who are submissive to God’s order. The ideal is a home with both 
parents. Both parents who are submissive to God’s order. Not only are submissive parents submissive to 
God’s order, they are submissive to God’s design.  “Provoke not your children to wrath.” Two things can 
provoke your children to wrath. First, discipline doesn’t provoke them to wrath—lack of discipline does. 
Second, God has designed each one of us differently. We are all unique. Using the wrong type of disci-
pline for their personality can provoke children to wrath.  God designed each of our children differently. A 
Spirit-filled home requires parents who are submissive to God’s design. They are submissive to God’s or-
der, submissive to God’s design, and most of all, submissive to God’s Word.   

 “Bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” As parents, we all fall short and we are 

fallible people in a fallen world. But God is not. His Word never falls short. And that is the greatest require-

ment in a Spirit-filled home. To raise up our families under the teaching and authority of the Word of God. 

We do that at home. We don’t pawn it off on the church  All of those wonderful programs are there to sup-

port and reinforce your teaching.   

 The "S" Word: Parents and Children by  Jim Drake 



 

 

FBS Theme for the Year 2014… AWA 

Psalm 147:5;“Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; His understanding is beyond measure.”  

 

God’s Power over all Things 
We serve an awesome God with amazing power over all things.  There is nothing in this world that is outside the 
power of God.  The Bible reveals that God is sovereign (rules) over all things.  We know this because Genesis 1:1 
tells us God created all things. Colossians 1 gets more specific by telling us that it was actually God the Son who cre-
ated all things.  Not only that, but all things were created for Him and through Him all things hold together.  In 
Psalm 147:4 we read that God “determines the number of the stars; He gives to all of them their names.”  Psalm 147 
also tells us it is God who gives rain and makes grass grow.  God provides food, snow, wind, and water to all.  God 
has power over all things.  God even has power over Satan and his demonic followers.  Because of this we recog-
nize: “Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; His understanding is beyond measure.” 

 

Trust that God is Always in Control 
We serve an awesome God with amazing power who is always in control.  Ask Joseph if God is in control.  He told 
his brothers (who had sold him into slavery) in Genesis 50:19-20 “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God?  As for 
you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good.”  Ask Job if God is in control.  He confesses in Job 42:2: 
“I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.”  The amazing thing is that even if 
we fail to recognize it, God has power over all things and is always in control.  Humans commit crimes and rebellion 
occurs, but we rest in the promise that “for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to His purpose” (Rom 8:28).  To this we recognize, “Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; His 
understanding is beyond measure.” 
 

Accept God’s Gift of Forgiveness 
We serve an awesome God with amazing power who offers forgiveness as a gift.  Why does He offer forgiveness as 
a gift?  He does so because we have rebelled against Him.  Rather than destroy us, He offers forgiveness.  He says, 
“though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow” (Isa. 1:18).  In Romans 10:9, “if you confess with 
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”  Ac-
cept God’s gift of forgiveness and recognize: “Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; His understanding is be-
yond measure.” 
 

Celebrate that Jesus is Alive 
We serve an awesome God with amazing power who is alive.  Jesus Christ died, but He was raised from the 
dead.  He died for sin and was raised to conquer death itself.  We visit a tomb, but it is an empty tomb.  Peter said 
“this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the 
hands of lawless men.  God raised Him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for Him to be 
held by it” (Acts 2:23-24).  Jesus is alive!  Death could not contain Him.  Because He lives, He is able to grant us 
life.  Celebrate that Jesus is alive for “Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; His understanding is beyond meas-
ure.” 

 

Rely on God’s Power 
We serve an awesome God with amazing power who calls you to rely on Him.  This awesome God with amazing 
power has power over all things.  He is always in control and offers forgiveness for your rebellion.  Rely on God’s 
power.  His understanding is beyond measure.  Trust in Him daily.  Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make 
straight your paths.” 
 

Questions for Reflection 

1. What things does God have power over in your life? 

2. How does knowing that God is in control help you in your daily life? 

3. What forgiveness does God offer? 

4. What proof does the Bible offer to the resurrection of Jesus? 

5. How can you rely on God’s power? 

 Awesome God! Amazing Power ! Ps. Shalom 
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