
FORWARD (Path to Miracle) 

When you’re scared to death and vulnerable, 
you don’t know where you’re going, you don’t 
know how long it’s going to take, and you don’t 
know what’s going to happen when you get 
there, what do you do? 
 
You remember that the path to a miracle is al-
ways through uncomfortable territory. 
 
The Bible gives an illustration in 1 Kings 17:8-
10: “Then the LORD spoke his word to Elijah, 
‘Go to Zarephath in Sidon and live there. I 
have commanded a widow there to take care 
of you.’ So Elijah went to Zarephath” (NCV). 
 
God told Elijah to walk more than 100 miles 
during a drought through dangerous territory, 
where everyone knew who he was, and every-
one knew King Ahab had a price on Elijah’s 
head. When Elijah finally made it to Zarephath, 
he met a poor widow who was going to feed 
him, but how could she help defend or protect 
him from a pagan town full of people who 
wouldn’t hesitate to kill him? 
 
Miracles don’t happen when things are com-
fortable. Miracles happen when things are un-
comfortable. Elijah didn’t say, “God, there are 
three things wrong with this plan. One, you’re 
sending me in the wrong direction. Two, you’re 
sending me to the wrong location. And three, 
you’re sending me to the wrong protection.” 
 

Elijah just obeyed. 
 

The path to a miracle is always through un-
comfortable territory. 

For instance — 

 When Moses led the Israelites out of slav-
ery to the Promised Land, they had to go 
through the Red Sea first. 

 Before David could slay Goliath, he had to 
walk onto the battlefield. 
 God told Jehoshaphat to put the choir be-
fore the army, and he’d win the victory. How 
much faith do you think that took? 
 
 Miracles never happen in your comfort zone, 
when everything’s great and convenient. You 
don’t need a miracle when everything is settled 
in your life. You only need a miracle when 
you’re on the edge, when you’re scared to 
death, when you’re insecure, when you can get 
hit at any angle. 

Are you at a place right now in your life where 
things are a little uncomfortable — financially, 
emotionally, relationally, or physically? You’re 
a little nervous, a little on the edge, a little inse-
cure. Congratulations. You’re on the path to a 
miracle! 

Just like Elijah, God wants you to obey, so you 
can see his miracle at the end of the road. 

Talk It Over 

 What is God asking you to do that makes 
you uncomfortable? 

 What do you want God to do in your life? 
How have you expressed your anticipation of 
his miracle in your life? 
Who are the people who can encourage you 

on the uncomfortable road you may be walking 

right now? 
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Get to Know Your Creator 

First of all, Jesus made you. The Bible 

says, “Before anything else existed, there was Christ, 

with God. He has always been alive and is himself 

God. He created everything there is — nothing exists 

that he didn’t make. Eternal life is in him, and this life 

gives light to all mankind” (John 1:1-4 TLB).  

God is your Creator, not your concierge; your Savior, not 

your slave. He is God, not a genie. U exist for him, not 

vice-versa.—Rick Warren 

You have the opportunity to not just meet the Creator 

of the universe but also to meet your Creator. You’ve 

heard people say, “When in doubt, consult the manu-

al.” Knowing Jesus is even better. If you want to know 

how to get the most out of life, why not get to know 

the One who created you?  
Secondly, Jesus opens up your heart to enjoy a 

life of purpose, peace, and power. A relation-

ship with Jesus secures your place in Heaven, 

but it does more than that. God promises a life of 

purpose, peace, and power to all who know him. 

Knowing Jesus in a personal way changes every-

thing about how you live. Purpose, power, and 

peace are just the beginning of what God wants 

to give you in this life.   
If you don’t take the time to get to know Jesus, 

you miss the opportunity to know your Creator. 

You miss the opportunity to have the purpose, 

peace, and power that only comes through God’s 

Son. You miss his purpose for your life if you 

never make room for him. 

You must begin with God, your Creator. You exist only 

because God wills that you exist. You were made by God 

and for God--and until you understand that, life will never 

make sense. 
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What do you need in your life today? Do you 

trust God to provide for it? What kinds of things 

do you think God wants to give you?   

The major cause of stress in your life is worry. 
You worry because you wonder if you will have 
what you need when you need it. But anytime 
you expect other people to meet your needs in-
stead of God, you’re going to be frustrated and 
disappointed, because nobody can meet all your 
needs. Only God can meet all your needs. 

If you want a cure for stress, you need to learn to 
look to God to meet your needs.  Some people 
find their security in their job, and when they lose 
their job, they lose their peace of mind. Others 
put their security in their marriage. Then their 
spouse dies or they go through a divorce, and 
they ask, “Who am I? What is my identity?” 

Or maybe you put your security in your money. 
There are a lot of ways to lose your money. 

Your circumstances cannot change the character 

of God. God's grace is still in full force; he is still 

for you, even when you don't feel it... Let us not 

forget in trying times, that God is still our Pro-

vider. Don’t let the fear, frustration, worry and 

fretting take hold of your heart. 

I recommend that you never put your security in anything 

that can be taken away from you. You can lose your job, 

your health, your reputation, your spouse, and your mind. 

But you cannot lose your relationship to Christ.  

When you put your security in that promise, 
you can trust God to meet all your needs. 

Romans 8:32 says, “Since he did not spare even 
his own Son for us but gave him up for us all, 
won’t he also surely give us everything else?”    

 If God loved you enough to send Jesus Christ to 
die on the cross, don’t you think he loves you 
enough to take care of every other need in your 
life?  Yes! Of course he does.  

Every time you start to get stressed out, you 
need to pause and say, “The LORD is my 
shepherd; I shall not want” (Psalm 23:1). 

God’s going to provide. He’s going to take 
care of you. Instead of stressing out, you need 
to look to him to meet all your needs. 

GOD IS CREATOR  -  Hayptzer 
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God's covenant of protection safeguards Believers 
from harm and danger. When you take refuge in 
God by consistently spending time in His Word and 
declaring your safety, you'll be protected and cov-
ered by His presence. 

 
Take refuge and shelter in God's presence 
(Psalm 57:1). The safest place you can be is in 
the will of God.  In times of adversity, take refuge in 
God, and He will shield you from distress (Isaiah 
25:4, 5).  Chaos can be going on all around you, 
but God shades you from its effects. God is a ref-
uge to those who declare and make demands on 
their covenant with Him. When you speak God's 
Word, you're covered by His protection. 
 
God defends those who stand on His Word.  God's 
presence is a place of stability, strength, and victo-
ry (Psalm 91:1-16).  God leads, comforts, defends, 
and showers His mercy and goodness on His peo-
ple (Psalm 23:1-6).  
 
Every Believer has a right to God's covenant pro-

tection, but Christians must continually confess 
the Word and abide in God's presence in order to 
have access to it. God wants to be involved in 
your protection. Trust Him, and not your own abil-
ity, to ensure that you remain secure in the Last 
Days. 
 
There is no protection outside of God.  There is 
no real safety outside of the things of God.  When 
you disobey the Word of God, you place yourself 
outside of God's protection. 
 
Obedience is a key to accessing God's divine 
protection (Proverbs 1:33). To the degree that 
you spend time in God's Word, is the degree to 
which you can expect His protection. 
By dwelling in God's presence, you are continual-
ly protected from the enemy's attacks (Psalm 91) 
.   
To dwell means "to set up residence or abide." 
No enemy can supersede God's power and pres-
ence. Releasing words of faith is the key to laying 
hold of your protection. 

If you were to ask 100 people on the sidewalk, “How 
do you get to Heaven?” you’d get a lot of different an-
swers that could be summarized by the idea that you 
have to earn your way to Heaven. You’d hear things 
like, “Try to be good and do your best” or “Work really 
hard at being a moral person” or “Do more good 
things in life than you do bad things.” All of these ide-
as are based on works, not grace. 

But salvation is a gift, and you don’t work for a 
gift. It’s free! You can’t earn it, you can’t buy it, 

and you can’t work for it.   

This is the fundamental difference between Christiani-

ty and every other religion. Christianity is the only reli-

gion that’s built on grace. Every other religion is based 

on works, and you can summarize them in one word: 

“do.”  

On the other hand, if you were to summarize Christi-

anity in one word, it’s the word “done.” Jesus Christ 

has already paid the price for you on the cross. 

It’s done! A guy asked me one time, “Pastor what can 

I do to be saved?” I said, “You’re too late!” (That kind 

of shocked him.) “You’re about 2,000 years too late! 

What needed to be done for your salvation has al-

ready been done, and you can’t do anything 

about it.” Jesus Christ already did it. He paid for 

your salvation on the cross, and it’s now a free 

gift to you. That’s why when he was hanging on 

the cross, he said, “It is finished.” He didn’t say, 

“I am finished,” because he wasn’t. He’s still alive 

today. The “it” is your salvation. The plan to pro-

vide grace for every person is finished. 

Romans 3:24 says, “All need to be made 
right with God by his grace, which is a free 
gift. They need to be made free from sin 
through Jesus Christ” (NCV). 

You won’t get to Heaven based on what you 
do. You get to Heaven based on what has 
already been done for you by Jesus Christ. 

“Through the blood of His Son, we are set 
free from our sins. God forgives our failures 
because of His overflowing kind-
ness” (Ephesians 1:7 GWT). Jesus’ death 
and resurrection paid for our sins.  When you 
really understand grace, you will accept it, 
because it is the greatest gift you’re ever go-
ing to be offered.   
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 Every day, you have to decide who’s going to 
be in control of your life — you or God. That choice 
is a battle. There are things in your life that you want 
to control. You want to make your own rules. But 
stress relief always starts with letting God be God. It 
always starts with saying, “God, I’m giving up control, 
because you can control the things that are out of 
control in my life.”  

 Psalm 46:10 says, “Let go of your concerns! Then 
you will know that I am God. I rule the nations. I rule 
the earth” (GW).  

I don’t know what you’re going to face this week. You 
don’t, either. But I can already tell you what God 
wants you to do: Let go, and know. Let go of control, 
and know that God is in control. Let go, and know! 
This is the first step to serenity in your life. 

 Whenever we face out-of-control situations, 
we tend to go to one of two extremes. For some of 
you, the more out-of-control your life gets, the harder 
you try to control it. Some of you do the exact oppo-
site: You just give up! You have a pity party and in-
vite yourself to it. Both of those reactions to stress 
are foolish.  They don’t work. Instead of being a vic-

tim or becoming hyper controlling, you need to 
pray the prayer of surrender. 

 The number one reason you’re under 
stress is because you’re in conflict with God. 
You’re trying to control things that only God can 
control. You can’t control your husband or your 
kids or your wife or your job or your future or 
your past or any of that stuff. The more you do it, 
the more you’re trying to play God, and that puts 
you in opposition to God. Not only are you going 
to lose that conflict, but you’re also going to be 
tired.  

 Millions of people pray the Serenity Pray-
er, which is based on the Lord’s Prayer, but most 
have never read the last eight lines to the prayer: 
“Living one day at a time, enjoying one moment 
at a time, accepting hardship as a pathway to 
peace, taking as Jesus did this sinful world as it 
is, not as I would have it; trusting that you will 
make all things right if I surrender to your will so 
that I may be reasonably happy in this life and 
supremely happy with you forever in the next. 
Amen.” 
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How Do I know if I am growing in God? 

Is it Bible reading, prayer, fasting? No/Never 
2 Peter 3:18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ  Bible encourages us to grow in God. 

1. Are you thirstier for God? 
2. Are you more and more loving? 
3. Are you more sensitive to and aware of God than 
ever before? 
 
Just because you are involved in church activities 
does not mean you are growing in God. Being active 
is not a substitute for progressing in the Kingdom of 
God.  We are not against ushers, but it’s not enough 
to serve in practical activities - are you learning are 
you growing Its not relevant how many years you 
have been coming to church?   Ask: am I more aware 
of God than ever before?  Romans 6:11 Likewise, 
reckon yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin but 
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

ARE YOU ALIVE TO GOD? Are you sensitive and 
aware to the voice of God? Don't take God for grant-
ed. Do you wake up in the morning hours and cry out 
to God? Being heavily involved in the work of the 
church does not mean that you are aware of God?  

BEING ALIVE TO GOD. Have all the things that grieve 

God - bad VCDs and so on, have they come 

back into your life? When you first got saved, 
you got rid of all those things that were sin-
ful. But have they come back after 20 years? 
Its obedience to the specific instructions of 
God that prove we are aware of God.  This is 
also what maintains that close awareness of 
God.  
 
All the dancing, shouting, singing can be just an 
emotional exercise, religious exercise. If you 
have lost the touch of God, it’s not good. 
 
The AWARENESS of GOD is more important than 
technical skill in doing ministry things, like lead-
ing a service. Samuel was cleaning the temple 
and growing in God - the sons of Eli were doing 
the ministry of priests but were living in evil. One 
hears from God, the other says, "I know 
everything about the Bible". 

One becomes a prophet, and the other is de-
stroyed by God. How many come without rever-
ence to the house of God?  It’s much more than 
being a deacon, an elder, a choir member - its 
HAVING THE AWARENESS OF GOD – that 
wherever I go, God is there - he is all-powerful, 
all-knowing, almighty God...GROW (Go Read 

Obey (His) Word—Be fruitful - Ps. Shalom 

God is King —  Melekh 
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