Karnataka Congregation, Kuwait

In Touch
June 2014

i Disciple
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Be Trainable

2

Wt is Disciple

2

Reaching People

3

Word Search

3

Coloring Page

4

Father’ Day

5

Church Dairy

6

The Cost of Discipleship
by Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
 “Not hero worship, but intimacy
with Christ.”
 “It is only because he became
like us that we can become like
him.”
 “discipleship can tolerate no
conditions which might come
between Jesus and our obedience
to him.”
 “Jesus goes on before to Jerusalem and to the cross, and they
are filled with fear and amazement at the road he calls them
to follow.”

There is a difference between a believer and a disciple. There is no such
thing as an instant disciple; like the
word, it takes discipline. In Luke 14,
Jesus was getting closer and closer to
the cross. People who wanted to see
a miracle or get a free meal from Him
were mobbing Him. The crowd is
about to become much smaller because He started setting forth the cost
of discipleship, and it’s not a popular
message. It requires total commitment.
In this passage of scripture, Jesus
provided five vivid images, and used
each one to teach a lesson about discipleship. Let’s number them as we
read the text: Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them
he said: “If anyone comes to me and
does not hate his father and mother,
his wife and children, his brothers and
sisters–yes, even his own life–he cannot be my disciple. [That’s mark #1]
And anyone who does not carry his
cross and follow me cannot be my
disciple. [That’s mark #2]
Suppose one of you wants to build a
tower. Will he not first sit down and
estimate the cost to see if he has
enough money to complete it? For if
he lays the foundation and is not able
to finish it, everyone who sees it will
ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ [That’s mark #3]
Suppose a king is about to go to war
against another king. Will he not first
sit down and consider whether he is

able with then thousand men to oppose
the one coming against him with twenty
thousand? If he is not able, he will send
a delegation while the other is still a
long way off and will ask for terms of
peace. In the same way, any of you
who does not give up everything he
has cannot be my disciple. [That’s
mark #4]
Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness,
how can it be made salty again? It is fit
neither for the soil nor for the manure
pile, it is thrown out. (That’s mark #5)
He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
Are you a real disciple? Do you want to
move from being in the congregation
into the church? Do you need to move
from the church into the core of committed disciples? Do you love Jesus
more than anyone else, even your family? Are you a dead man walking, carrying your cross? Are you committed to
finishing strong for Jesus? Are you
constantly surrendering everything you
have to Him? Are you willing to stay
pure so you can be salt in a rotting
world? Jesus is looking for a few good
men and women: the humble, the pure,
the dead, the committed. Will you decide today to move from being a mere
believer and make being a fully devoted follower of Jesus, your goal?
…(continued)

Be Trainable and Humble by Joyce Meyer
For you see your calling, brethren, that not many
wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not
many noble, are called. But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and
God has chosen the weak things of the world to put
to shame the things which are mighty . . . to bring to
nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory
in His presence. 1 Corinthians 1: 26-29
All we need to do is look at some of the disciples Jesus chose and we quickly see that God does not always or even usually call those who seem to be
qualified. I can say for sure that God will prepare you
in whatever way He chooses. It may be formal training and it may not, but God will use everything in your
life to train you if you are willing to be trained. It’s sad
to say that many people have a great calling on their
life but they are too impatient to go through the
preparation that is necessary to equip them for the
job.
Esther had to have a year of preparations before she
was allowed to go before the king. For 12 months,
she went through the purifying process, but even
more than her physical beauty, her inner beauty
showed though, and God used her to save her people from wicked Haman’s evil plot.
If you’re feeling unqualified for something you believe
God is calling you to do, don’t let that stop you. He
will be your trainer.
Humble
Therefore humble yourselves [demote, lower yourselves in your own estimation] under the mighty hand
of God, that in due time He may exalt you.(1 Peter
5:6 )
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* Joseph dreamed of having authority and being
a great man. However, he was young and impetuous. Joseph’s brothers hated him and sold
him into slavery. God used the situation as an
opportunity to test and train Joseph. He even
spent 13 years in prison for something he didn’t
do, but whatever happened to Joseph during
those years definitely equipped him for his Godordained role in history. Joseph rose to power
with only Pharaoh himself being greater. He was
placed in a position to feed multitudes of people,
including his father and brothers during seven
years of famine.
* Peter had to be prepared by going through
some very humbling experiences; he was a powerful man but a proud man as well. The Lord had
to humble him before He could use him. Most
strong leaders have a lot of natural talent, but
they are also full of themselves (pride) and have
to learn how to depend on God. They have to
trade in their self-confidence for God-confidence.
Your pain can become someone else’s gain.
Your mess can become your ministry if you will
have a positive attitude and decide to let everything you go through prepare you for what is
ahead.
Lord, I humble myself before you and recognize I
can do nothing of lasting value apart from You.
Work through all that’s going on in my life to prepare me for what is ahead. Lord, thank You for
calling me to follow You.
I am delighted to be one of Your disciples. Equip
me for the service You have for me. Amen.

to reach people for Christ ... Ps. Shalom
We exist to reach people for Christ and to help
believers grow to be like Him. In that short statement, we communicate that we desire to fulfill all
the functions of the church - missions and evangelism are central to reaching people with the
gospel, while discipleship and fellowship are how
we help people grow in their relationship with
Christ. And this is all an act of worship.
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This is the goal of our discipleship ministries – Cell Groups, Men’s, and Women’s
Ministry - to meet those needs and intentionally move people closer to Jesus.

LOOK OUT
Affected by an encounter with God’s holiness, and changed by examining his own
need for grace, Isaiah answered God’s call,
To accomplish this mission and all five of these “Whom shall I send....” The prophet was
functions, we have a very intentional strategy eager to go. Isaiah had seen the holiness of
based on the prophet Isaiah’s encounter with God and considered his own (and his peoGod in the sixth chapter of the book of Isaiah.
ples’) sinfulness. He responded, “Here I am!
Send me.” (vs 8) And that’s our response as
LOOK UP
well.
Isaiah saw the Lord “sitting on a throne, high and
lifted up,” surrounded by angels who continually Through missions and evangelism, we want
worship saying, “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of every member challenged to look out to see
hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” (vs 1-4) a world that needs to hear the Gospel. We
As we gather, our prayer is that every person offer many opportunities locally, and globwould first catch a glimpse of God’s holiness and ally, to answer the call to go. We are inbe inspired to look up and worship Him. Our vested and supporting in mission and minisSunday services are a great opportunity for this, try in India
for us to turn our eyes upward and worship God
through hearing his Word taught and singing GO BEYOND
back to him the praise of his glorious grace.
This process is continual and always comes
back to worshiping a holy God - in our own
LOOK IN
lives as we ebb and flow with life’s circumWhen Isaiah had experienced the power and stances, and in the lives of others as we conseen the holiness of God, he turned his eyes in- stantly try to make more disciples according
ward. He examined himself and proclaimed, to our own call in Matthew 28:19-20.
“Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of So this last step is where it becomes the reunclean lips....” (vs 5) After spending time in sponsibility and expectation of our members
God’s presence and worshiping, we want every to bring more people into the process, to go
person equipped to look in to see their need for beyond, and start somebody else on the jourdiscipleship and fellowship, their need for daily ney through looking up, looking in, and lookgrowth personally as well as alongside the peo- ing out.
ple of God in meaningful relationships.
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The Faithful Father by Crefflo Dollar
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God is calling men to be faithful to their families. Faithfulness is a fruit of the Spirit that all Believers possess. Fathers must imitate God's everlasting faithfulness by being faithful in every area of their life.
A. To honor your mother and father is a commandment from God (Ephesians 6:1-3, AMP).
Honoring your mother and father means giving them authority to speak into your life, and then obeying
them. God promises long life, and that all will be well with you when you honor your mother and father.
Honor your heavenly Father by allowing Him to lead you in life. Parents are commanded to diligently
teach their children the commandments of God (Deuteronomy 6:6-9, AMP). Teaching your children will
take time and patience.
B. God is calling men to be faithful in their roles as fathers and husbands.
To operate in the fear of the Lord means to operate in His ways (Psalm 128:1-6).
Faithfulness is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22, AMP).
Faithfulness is a continuous commitment.
God's faithfulness has endured to every generation (Psalm 100:5).
God is faithful to His Word (Matthew 24:35).
Where two or three are gathered in His name, He is in the midst of them (Matthew 18:20).
As you are filled with His Spirit, others will find in you reliability, trustworthiness, and endurance.
Men of God are faithful, reliable, and not quitters.
C. What is faithfulness?
To follow through with a commitment regardless of the difficulties.
Love enduring under any and every circumstance.
Allowing the fruit of faithfulness to be born in you; never quitting.





Jesus recognized the spirit of Satan operating through Peter (Matthew 16:21-23).
Satan was trying to attack Jesus' faithfulness to fulfill the will of God.
Every attack from Satan is to disrupt your faithfulness.
Faithfulness is something you can achieve in every area of your life.

D. Signs of maturity in men.

Living according to God's Word.
Considering how to do things better.
E. How do you develop faithfulness?
The spirit of God is on the inside of you, therefore you have the ability to bear good fruit.
The fruit of the Spirit includes faithfulness. An apple tree produces apples; likewise Christians produce
the fruit of the Spirit. Proceed in faithfulness by being aware of the following:
i. Realize that as you develop in faithfulness, temptation will come.
Ii. Temptation is pressure applied to your godly way of thinking to get you to quit.
F. Seek the Holy Spirit's reinforcement and develop regular, positive spiritual habits.
i. Believers are constantly pressured on all sides.
ii. Put on the whole armor of God; pray, read your Bible, go to church, and meditate on the Word.
Iii. If ever you fall, stand up and try again.
You're not going to live a flawless, perfect life.
When you fall, refuse to quit, and get back up.
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Promise Word: Psalms 68:3
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1. Mr. Edward and Mrs. Rita - 11th June
2. Mr. Antony and Mrs. Antony - 18th June
3. Mr. Wilfred and Monica Pinto - 24th June
4. Mr. Sam and Mrs. Prajna Devadattha—27th June

