IN TOUCH –2014
Karnataka Congregation Kuwait

GOD’s Unspeakable Gift by Ps. Shalom
Thinking of this wonderful Gift, the Apostle Paul said,
"Thanks be unto GOD for His unspeakable gift" (II
Cor. 9:15). Rest assured that GOD never gives anything but the best: "Every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father
of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning." Jesus Christ is GOD’s unspeakable
Gift! He is beyond telling! He is indescribable! He is
inexpressible!
Perhaps Charles Wesley was thinking of this unspeakable
Gift when he wrote:
O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my GOD and King,
The triumphs of His grace.
My gracious Master and my GOD,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread thro’ all the earth abroad
The honors of Thy name.

For ages songwriters and poets alike have attempted
to describe GOD’s glorious Christmas Gift. Preachers
the world around have preached unnumbered sermons trying to explain this unspeakable Gift, but the
half has never yet been told. GOD’s Christmas Gift is
unspeakable.
"And what a difference between our sin and GOD's
generous gift of forgiveness. For this one man, Adam, brought death to many through his sin. But this
other man, Jesus Christ, brought forgiveness to many
through GOD's bountiful gift. And the result of GOD's
gracious gift is very different from the result of that
one man's sin.
For Adam's sin led to condemnation, but we have the
free gift of being accepted by GOD, even though we
are guilty of many sins. The sin of this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over us, but all who receive
GOD's wonderful, gracious gift of righteousness will
live in triumph over sin and death through this one
man, Jesus Christ." Romans 5:15-17
God’s purpose for the Christmas celebration
is for us to remember and meditate on the most precious gift of all—Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

Jesus was our Heavenly Father’s ultimate gift
to mankind! Without Him, all of us would be
doomed to an eternity in hell. However, God
loved the world so much He gave Jesus to us.
He came to die for our sins so we would not
have to die and go to hell. It was the ultimate
sacrifice.
The blessing of Christmas is bigger than a tree,
shiny bows and ribbons, unwrapping presents,
and getting everything on our wish list. It is really all about Jesus! He is the One who deserves
the glory, honor, and praise for the awesome
work He did on our behalf. He gave us the gift
of salvation, something we did not earn or deserve.
This Christmas, I want to challenge you to focus on someone else and purpose to be a
blessing to them, just like Jesus was and is, to
us. Make a list of all the people you know and
ask the Lord to show you what you can do to
make their lives more joyous. Find out what and
how God wants you to give so He can demonstrate His love to someone through you. This is
the true meaning of Christmas.
In the midst of all that is going on around you,
remember the reason for the season. Jesus is
the One who gave us the gift of eternal life.
Now that is something worth celebrating!
Prayer: THANK YOU, LORD, for the gift of Your
love. May I be a shining example of that love to
others. Amen.
Reminder: Jesus is the reason for the season!

Obedience Is the Secret To Joy by Rick Warren
―Let us test and examine our ways. Let us turn
back to the Lord.‖ (Lamentations 3:40 NLT)

You’re also going to be filled with joy when
you think about what’s good in your life. David says
in Psalm 126:3, ―The Lord has done great things

Joy is an easy thing to lose, but it’s also an easy

for us, and we are filled with joy‖ (NIV). The more

thing to get back. After you admit that you’ve lost

you focus on what God has done for you, the more

your joy, you need to analyze the cause. You have

joy you’re going to have in your life. Why? Because

to look at your life and ask yourself, ―How did I lose

it produces gratitude. And the attitude of gratitude

my joy? What is robbing my joy?‖ Joy is the settled

is the healthiest human emotion.

assurance that God is in control of all the details of

Joy also comes from what you know from

my life, the quiet confidence that ultimately every-

God’s Word. The words of Jesus reinforce the fruit

thing is going to be alright, and the determined

of joy that is already within your spirit. By meditat-

choice to praise God in every situation.

ing on the Word of God, you will maintain the joy
necessary to be content in any and all situations.

There are many things trying to kill our joys in life,

Joy provokes praise and keeps you in a mode of

but the two most common I see in people’s lives

expectancy.

are an unbalanced schedule and unused talent.

If you want to get your joy back, first you admit it’s

You have to have a balance between rest and

gone, then you analyze

work, input and output. And you have to use your

the cause. Then, correct

unique, God-given talents, or you’re going to get

what’s wrong, and get an

lives are an unbalanced

frustrated. Take whatever percent of your talent

attitude of gratitude. To-

schedule and unused

that’s not being used in your job and use it for min-

morrow we’ll talk about

istry. If you’re in a job that uses less than 25 per-

the last three steps to recovering your joy.

“….but the two most
common I see in people’s

talent.”

cent of your talent, then get out.
Don’t allow circumstances, situations, or what apOnce you’ve figured out how you lost your

pears to be a holding pattern in life to steal your

Do you

joy. Instead, desire to continue serving God with a

know what will rob your joy faster than anything

good attitude. Your future is in God’s hands and He

else? When you know the right thing to do and you

is aware of every detail of your life. Trust Him and

don’t do it. The Bible says in James 4:17, ―It is sin

know that whatever season you are in, it is only

to know what you ought to do and then not do it.‖

temporary. Allow Jesus’ words to minister to you as

So let me ask you: What do you know you need to

you patiently wait for His next instruction. Most im-

be doing but you’re not? What has God told you to

portantly, maintain your joy in the meantime!

joy, you need to correct what’s wrong.

do but you haven’t started doing yet?
Talk It Over
The secret to continual, abundant, and overflowing

*What do you need to do to balance your schedule

joy is obedience. It’s doing what God tells you to

so that it does not steal your joy?

do. Every time you do what God tells you to do,

*What has God told you to do but you haven’t

your life’s going to be filled with joy.

started doing yet?

Keep “Christ” in Christmas - Crefflo Dollar
Have you allowed Christmas to be reduced



to a time of materialism, selfish gratification, and

sins have been forever wiped out through the

stress? The hustle and bustle of gift-buying, shopping, and catching the best sale consumes the ma-

Jesus sat down after purging our sins, signifying
that the work of redemption was complete. Our
blood of Jesus!



jority of the public around this time of year. Howev-

Jesus extends salvation to everyone. Through
Christ, God wants to reconcile the world to Him-

er, God’s purpose for the Christmas celebration is

self (2 Corinthians 5:18, 19).

for us to remember and meditate on the most pre-



cious gift of all—Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

death reigned upon the earth, but now because

It is time for Christians to unite in order to
preserve the celebration of Jesus' birth. Christians

of His sacrificial death, grace and truth reigns!



should not become victims of the world's viewpoint
regarding Christmas and its rejection of Jesus. Do
not allow the world to influence you to take Christ

Jesus’ eternal sacrifice freed us from the Law
forever! And whom the Son sets free is free indeed!



Jesus gives us the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.
Once we are saved, the Holy Spirit dwells within
us and sheds abroad the love of God in our

out of Christmas.

hearts (Romans 5:5). He is our Guide, and when

Do not allow Jesus to be replaced by Santa Claus

we yield to His leadership, we will no longer

or any other fictitious character. Christ followers
should stand up and let the world know why Christ-

Jesus walked the earth as the personification of
grace and truth. When He was born, sin and

have the desire to sin (2 Corinthians 3:18).



mas is important. Refrain from shopping at stores

At the point of salvation, we become new creatures in Christ Jesus (Galatians 6:15; 2 Corinthi-

and businesses that have replaced the phrase

ans 5:17).

"Merry Christmas" with "Happy Holidays." Saying



"Merry Christmas" is honoring Jesus. Christians

When we accept Jesus as Lord, we accept His
wisdom, righteousness, redemption, and sanctification. With Jesus, we are never bankrupt.

should not allow the world to steal the celebration

Through Him, we have all we will ever need (1

of Jesus' birth.

Corinthians 1:30, 31).

Jesus Christ is the true reason for the season; however,
it has always been Satan’s plan to destroy everything



When we embrace His presence, our weaknesses
are transformed into strength, our tears turn to
joy and our lack turns into abundance. When we
behold Him through prayer, the study of His

His birth means to the world. Matthew 2:13 says:…The

Word, and through praise and worship, the Holy

angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, say-

Spirit transforms us into His image.

ing, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and
flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word:

It is every Believers obligation to ensure that Christ’s

for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.

birthday is the celebration God intended. Satan’s goal is

The birth and life of our Savior are only

to create distractions and try to keep us focused on

two reasons why we celebrate Christmas. Here

money and gifts instead of the One who died for our

are some other reasons why we celebrate God’s
greatest gift to us:



Jesus laid down His life as the final and eternal
sacrifice for sin (Hebrews 9:13, 14). He took upon His body all the wrath and judgment due to
mankind.

sins.
This year, make a quality decision to be a bold
Christian—one who isn’t afraid to let the world know Jesus is worth the fight to celebrate His birth and His life.
He is worthy to be praised on Christmas and every day
of the year!

You Can Enjoy Your Life – Every Day! by Joyce Meyer
Are you enjoying the journey of your life?
The truth is, God wants you to enjoy your life
every day. Did you know that? If you didn’t, or
maybe you just aren’t sure whether God approves of people enjoying their lives, take a
look at John 10:10 (AMP). It says, ―The thief
comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have and enjoy life,
and have it in abundance (to the full, till it overflows).‖
This is an absolutely amazing scripture
because it clearly tells us that God doesn’t just
want us to be alive, but He wants us
to enjoy being alive. He wants us to live with joy
– abundant, overflowing joy!

go on and on. I really want you to get this: God
wants you to enjoy your life now, not when.
I’m so thankful that we have the Holy Spirit,
who lives in every believer in Jesus Christ. He
is the Helper who gives us supernatural
strength and anointing to live this ordinary, day
-to-day life with the supernatural joy of the
Lord. Nehemiah 8:10 says the joy of the Lord
is our strength. And we need that strength every day.
It’s important to understand what joy is. It’s not
about entertaining yourself all the time, getting
your way all the time or laughing all the time.
Joy can be extreme hilarity or calm delight and
everything in between! No wonder the devil
wants to steal our joy and get us discouraged,
depressed and downtrodden. Remember that
the thief comes only to steal, kill and destroy.
But we don’t have to give in to him and lose
our joy.

Learning to Live the Life
My passion as a teacher of God’s Word is to
help people learn how to live the life Jesus died
to give us. I’ve learned through my own experience that if you don’t have joy, then no matter
what you have or what you do or how great
your circumstances may be…it doesn’t mean Lighten Up!
much.
Make a decision today to enjoy your life. If
you’re too serious about everything, lighten up!
So how do we get the joy of the Lord?
Learn to laugh at your“God wants you to
Jesus tells us in John 15 that if we will abide in self and the things that
Him, we will experience God’s will for our lives, normally frustrate you. enjoy your life now,
and everything Jesus has will be ours. Abiding Remember that God
not when.”
means making Jesus the most important per- loves you always. He
son in your life, living and remaining in Him, knows everything about
and making everything in life revolve around you and loves you anyHim. That’s when we bear the fruit of a godly way. We all have things about us and in our
life. And that’s when God’s true joy is released lives that need to change, but they will really
in us.
only change when we’re abiding in Christ, living with the joy of the Lord.
It’s easy to see that focusing on Jesus has so
many benefits. For one, when we’re paying at- As you go about your day today, make this
tention to Him, we won’t be focused on the your goal: Rejoice in the Lord! As the joy of the
problems in the world; and we’ll be able to live Lord gives you strength, you’ll be able to face
with God’s peace and joy. Another benefit of any problems you have to deal with, and you’ll
living this way is that it keeps us from being enjoy your life while you’re doing it!
continually stressed-out, living in survival mode
and just getting through the day.
Don’t Wait on ―When…‖
So many people have the mindset that they will
be really happy and enjoy life when…when
they go on vacation, when the kids are older,
when they get higher on the ladder of success
at work, when they get married…the list could
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Promise Word: “You crown the year with your bounty…” Ps 65:11

1. Clifford & Lily
2. Samuel & Vijetha
3. Elias Manohar & Annet
4. Michel & Jennifer
5. James & Prabha
6. Samuel & Sunaina Sadanada
7. Mr. Suvil and Pramodini
8. Charles & Ashalatha

1st Dec
13th Dec
14th Dec
21st Dec
21st Dec
27th Dec
27th Dec
30th Dec
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