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Freedom !

Freedom!

Around the world, there are so
many people looking for free-
dom. Freedom in relationships,
jobs, finance, entertainment
etc... The truth is, real freedom
is difficult to find. Around us we
see advertisements like “buy
one and get one free”, “be free
to express”, “freedom is our
choice” etc. No one likes the
word ‘why’ as it always restricts
the concept of ‘freedom’.

Bible speaks about freedom in
connection with Jesus. Real
freedom can be found in Christ.
‘If the Son sets you free, you
will be free indeed.’ John 8:36.
Today many confused and do
not know what threy are looking
for. Most of the time, when we
say freedom, we always think,
free to do anything with no
boundary / limit to it.

True liberty is to exercise self-
control, which is the fruit of the
spirit that we can freely receive.
The fact is, we are free to make
good or bad choices. There are
countless ways you and | hinder
our freedom. For example by
giving into the reactions of our
flesh - responding to painful
situation with unforgiveness and
holding on to the hurts leads us
into the bondage of bitterness,
depression and anger. But if we
bring out hurts and pain to God,
he can make all things work to-
gether for our good. | know it's
hard to make right choices. But

I also know from personal ex-
perience that God’s grace is
available in abundance to help us
to make the right choice every
time.

I am free to eat sweets, but | will
choose not to eat much because
it is not good for health. Free to
spend money but not to get into
the debt or free to talk but not to
gossip about others. No matter
who you are, once flesh rules in
you, it knows only one word
‘MORE’. As desires increase so
do our wants. For example,
food, cloth, money, sex — the
more you have the greater your
desire.

The fact is, we are free
to make good or bad
choices.

If you make a decision to obey
God’s grace enables you to do
His word. Obeying God is the
basic foundation of happiness.

Obeying his word means learning
and walking according to the
Word of God. For example when
we make a mistake, we have to
admit it, repent and ask God to
forgive us. Then we need to re-
ceive his grace to change us.
Hebrew 4:14 and to be firm in
walking with him and ask God to

do what we can’t.
and 1

As you
choose to make one
right decision after another,

we’ll keep moving forward
and stay free from bond-
ages. Obedience to God’s
word will keep us safe reap-
ing the blessings of joy and
peace.

Once we’re determined that
we’ll do whatever it makes to
be free, nothing can keep us
in bondage. When you and |
make right choices, God’s
grace hooks up with us and
enables us to carry on. 1
Peter 2:16 God’ has given
the freedom to become more
like Christ or to grow in the
image of Christ. That is His
desire or plan or purpose, we
have to meet or grow in that
direction until we reach the
peak. His grace gives us
power not to sin but to live a
responsible life. If we don’t
determine to have the best
life we can have, we’ll never
have it. We need to say |
can obey God; | can over-
come the problem 1 can do
whatever | need to do with
the talents God has given
because ‘the greater one
lives in me’.

(Continued on Page 2)



A three-year-old regularly
watched football games with
his father. So much so, that he
knew some of the signals the
referee makes.

On a recent Sunday, the three-
year-old attended church with
the family. As the pastor raised
his hands high to offer a bless-
ing, the child interrupted the
service by shouting, “GOAL!”

.. .
From God

gy Jonah

Baby Born

Bro. Manohar and
Sis. Shirley have been
blessed with a baby
gitl. Congratulations
to the proud parents
and blessings to the
baby.

Tuesday Prayer
Fellowship Meetings
in October
6 - Gary Wilson, Salmiya
13 - Isaac Praveen, Fahaheel

20 - Joseph K., Salmiya
27 - Daniel, Salmiya
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Pastor Sunil John D
Souza of Divine Genera-
tion Ministries, Udupi
ministered in the Church
and Cell groups from 18th
till the 25th of September.
Many were blessed and touched by
his messages.

Movie with the Pastor - The
first program was a hit with
nearly a dozen couples and a few
married ‘bachelors’ attending.
Someone did remember to bring
along popcorn! The next movie
will be on October 24th.

Ashok Lobo - Leaving us

returns to Mangalore to join his wife, we wish both
of them God’s blessings and a fruitful ministry in the
vineyard of the Lord.

Ashok has been a blessing to
Karnataka Congregation for over
two years as a faithful disciple. He
was active among the youth serving
the Church, and also has looked
after the projection work. As he

Thanks to Richard Germain (3ee Jonah 1-4)
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Freedom !

Jesus died for our sake to give
us freedom. Let us now allow
the devil to steal it. I'll not be
slave for smoking, gossip, of-
fences, bitterness, alcohol,
food, sex, hatred and so on.

If we want to be free from the
things that hinder us from de-
veloping the character of
Christ, we have to obey God
and respectfully fear Him. It's
not always going to feel good
or be easy. But it's worth it as

... (Continued from Page 1)

you pray God will make it pos-
sible by his grace.

Nothing can stop us, when we
are willing to pay the price to
have it. He is committed to
setting us free from all the
bondages in our lives as we co-
operate with Him and make
right choices. When the Holy
Spirit shows us there are
things in our lives we need to
deal with to be free and strong,

A

we have to agree
with HIM. We have
to remind ourselves
that we can do, whatever right
things we need to do because
‘the greater one lives in us.’
His mercy and grace are avail-
able to us. We can do all
things through Christ who
strengthen us.

Romans 8:28, Hebrews 4:16,
Hebrews 12:11, Eph 4:29

e By Catherine Wilson
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Greetings to You Beloved Peo-
ple of God,

Why should 1 NOT pray?

#1 - God knows everything,
then why should | pray?

If I can inform God-something
about our problems, needs,
worries ...then it will make
sense to pray. But God is om-

nipotent, he knows everything...

then why should | pray? My
prayer doesn’t do anything, he
knows everything.

#2 - God is able to do any-
thing, ...he is not only omnis-
cient but also omnipotent. He
is powerful, he will do whatever
he wants to do. So our prayer
is not necessary, because he
knows what to do or what not
do.

#3 - God controls everything;
everything is in God’s hand
(Ps.24:1) What is the need or
why should | pray Nothing is
going to happen or change be-
cause He controls everything...
He will do it the way He likes
it....is it not?

#4 - God predetermined every-
thing. God is a wise God, He
does not have after thoughts,
he does not plan as he goes.
He is a fantastic, all knowing
God who is well planned. He
knows his purpose and is very
clear about what he wants, and
is determined about it. Prede-
termined — means it has al-
ready been decided. If He is
going to do what he has al-
ready planned, then why
should | pray. God does not
change, He is unchangeable. if
I cannot change his heart, then
why should | pray?

Yes ...why should | pray?

I. Prayer is working with
God

Don’t Pray...Be cool?

Prayer is not just begging God
do this or that for us. Prayer is
joining hands with God or
working with God. God has not
only great purposes and plans
for us but also he has great
plans and purpose for the
whole mankind...so we are
working with him.

Prayer is like a Board Meeting
sitting with Him together and
talking about what must be
done, how it could be done,
and how to go about it. So
prayer is not man’s begging
God... ‘Prayer’ is man partner-
ing and working with God..

By Pastor Shalom

Prayer is a SIM CARD, we have
to insert into our Handset
(Heart), search for signal to
speak with Our Heavenly Fa-
ther. Jesus is the only way to
get connected with God. My
dear beloved people of God,
how about your life... lukewarm
or cool? If it is, then...you are a
big fool. Devil is trying to make
you a fool; don’t be one. In-
stead kneel down & PRAY, Je-
sus will send His Spirit to start
a FIRE in your spiritual life.

God Bless You All.

‘Prayer’ is man
partnering and working
with God..

Il. In Prayer, we rule and
exercise dominion

God said ‘let them rule’ ... We
can rule through our prayers.
How do we rule and exercise
authority. The Centurion said
‘if I tell some one to go and he
goes....”. That is authority. In
the same way, we can exercise
authority through prayer.

John Wesley said, ‘If we don’t
then God won't’ (that’s the es-
sence of God) If men won't
pray, without men asking, God
will not do anything. Today, if
we are cool about prayer, not
seeking Him or excercising his
authority, we will be like a man
who had single talent, but was
fearful to use or invest it and
buried it in the ground. Many
believers have similarly hidden
the talent of ‘prayer’ under-
ground without ever using it.

Spiritual growth

Spiritual growth results from
trusting Jesus Christ. “The
righteous man shall live by
faith” (Gal. 3:11). A life of
faith will enable you to trust
God increasingly with every de-
tail of your life and to practice
the following :

G — Go to God in prayer daily
(John 15:7)

R — Read God’s Word, the Bi-
ble daily (Acts 17:11.

O — Obey God, moment by
moment (John 14:21)

W — Witness for Christ by your
life and words (Mat. 4:19, John
15:8)

T — Trust God for every detail
of your life (1 Pet. 5:7)

H — Holy Spirit — Allow Him to
fill and empower your daily life
and witness (Gal. 5:16, 17 &
Acts 18)

www.lifeagape.info
Submitted by

- Leena Vilas
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Join us every Friday

Three Worship Services :

10 AM : English / Kannada service

at Fahaheel
4 PM : Kannada Service at Annxe Hall, NECK
6 PM : English Service at ‘Hall of Hope’ NECK.

# A Single combined service Every Last Friday
of the month — 6 PM at Hall of Hope

We also have Cell Groups every Sunday @ 7
PM at Salmiya & Fahaheel
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Hannah’s Answer for today

O Lord of Heaven, If you will
answer my prayer And give me
a son, Then | will give him back
to you. 1 Samuel 1:11

Approach God Boldly with
Your Needs

Our relationship with Lord must
be so intimate that we can go
to him daily, many times a day
if necessary. I’'m not speaking
of the shallow, faithless dia-
logues we spoke earlier: God, if
you’ll help me pass this test, I'll
study harder. No, | mean our
prayers must be the result of a
genuine faith in and under-
standing of God’s power to
bring change and answer to our
needs. Our prayers must be
sincere petitions to a personal
God who passionately love us
and has promised never to
leave us or forsake us.

It is not enough to communi-
cate with when we are in trou-
ble. The prayers that bring re-
sults are those that flow natu-
rally out of regular communica-
tion with the Savior, who is also
our best friend, our comforter,
and our source. When we main-
tain that kind of close spiritual
union with the Lord, we can
come boldly and unashamedly
to Him with our needs, no mat-
ter how great or small they
may be.

REVERENDFUN.COM COPYRIGHT GQ. INC

The words of Psalms 37:4&5
are a great encouragement to
take our desires, needs, and
problems to the Lord and ex-
pect an answer:

Delight yourself also in the lord,
and he shall give you the de-
sires of your heart.

Commit your way to the Lord,
Trust in Him, And he shall bring
it to act.

It is not enough to
communicate with God
when we are in trouble.
The prayers that bring

results are those that flow
naturally out of regular
communication with the
Savior, who is also our
best friend, our comforter,
and our source.

We need to understand that
God knows what is best for us
and our children and can also
answer by saying, “No”. How-
ever, just as we want our chil-
dren to feel free to ask us for
what they want, even though
sometimes we must say, “No”,
God also wants us to ask Him.
There is no need too small, too

By Laveena Samuel

insignificant, or too | fush
narrow to take to =

the Lord in prayer.

Hannah boldly
asked God for a son and was not
disappointed. The she gave her
precious son Samuel back to
God. As a result, she learned
the principle of receiving
through giving.

God not only rewarded her with
other children, he raised her
first-born son to a position of
leadership, where he had a pro-
found impact on the history of
an entire nation.

Read the following Scripture
verses to learn more about
God’s promises and the power of
prayer then answer the accom-
panying questions.

e Matthew 21:21,22

e Philippians 4:6,7

e Jeremiah 31:16,17

e Luke 6:38

Consider This...

What important need can you
approach God with Today?

When your prayers are not an-
swered quickly, do you give up
or persevere as Hannah did?

List some prayers God has an-
swered and the length of time it
took for the answer to come.

[5ee Exochs 14)

MAKE SURE YOU STOP FOR A SEC, MOSES, AND
REALIZE JUST HOW WILPLY COOL THIS IS

LEARNING IN'GOD'S ROUSE TOGETHER

Church For The Kids!

0Ee-03-2009

Friday’s 7 to 8 PM
during the English Service
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Get In Touch ...

Pastor Samuel Shalom— 2561

Samuel Prakash— 9985 8291
James Newton—6621 3640
Maxwell Francis—2565 8207

In Touch

6845

| see the King of glory

Coming on the clouds of fire

Church Website

www.hallofhope.com

The whole earth shakes
The whole earth shakes

| see His love and mercy

Washing over all our sin
The people sing
The people sing

Hosanna, Hosanna
Hosanna in the highest
Hosanna, Hosanna
Hosanna in the highest

Celebrating Birthday in October

Events Coming Up ...

Time and Venue

Wedding Anniversaries

10 October

Painting for children

16 - Mr. T Mrs. Steevan

Parsonage, Salmiya

30 - Max & Priya Francis

17 October
Kannada Bible Study 6:30 PM, Parsonage, Salmiya
Thank You

24 October

Escape from Hell
‘Movie With The Pastor’ We thank each and every-

7:00 PM, Parsonage, salmiya one who has contributed ar-

ticles to this & previous
Last Friday 4 pm - Annex Hall, NECK issues of ‘In Touch’.
Youth Fellowship Transport available from Fahaheel We welcome more write-ups
in English or Kannada.

First Saturday 7 pm - Parsonage Email to :

RUTH - Women's Fellowship

karnatakacongregation@gmail.com




